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ey THE CHRISTIAN GRACES AS REQUIS- 
ITE TO ACCEPTABLE PRAYER. 

At this time, when professed Chris- 
fians, inevery part Of the world, are dai- 
lyerowing sensible of the necessity and 
eficaev of concerts of prayer for the re- 
vival of Fé ligion, and the advancement of 
ihe Redeerner’s kingdom, it appears nei- 
ther improper, nor unseasonable, to cal! 
theirattention to those duties and Chris- 
tiangraces, which the Holy Scriptures 
teach us dre necessary, in order to an 
acceptable performance of that duty. Al- 
though “men ought always to pray and 
not to faint,” yet, we are assured, that it 
is the * prayer of the righteous man” on- 
ly, which * availeth much,” and that no 
ove cancenfidently approach the throne 
of grace, unless he is interested in the 
blessings of the new covenant, and yields 
au implicit obedience to all the divine 
commands. He that * saith not unto 
the seed of Jacob, Seek ye ine im vain,” 
hath said also, that “ to ohey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the 
fat of rams.” God 1s a Spirit: and 
they that worship him, must worship him 
in spirit and in truth.” Men are com- 
manded to love God supremely, and their 
neighbor as themselves. Since Chris- 
tians can give no satisfactory evidence of 
love to God, unless they love their breth- 
ren; brotherly love will be considered, 
in the first place, as one of the requisites 
Of praver, 

Phat divine principle, charity, im- 
planted in the heart of every regenerate 
person, manifests itself in a constant en- 
veavor to promote the temporal and spi- 
ritual srood of all men, especially of * them 
whe are of the honsehold of faith.’ Bro- 


therly love consists not only in profes- 
sions of friendship and esteem to fellow 

hristians, and fellow ship in the ordi- 
hances of the Gospel ; but it requires, al- 
#9; spiritual conversation and behavior, 
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in all our intercourse with them. Chris- 
tians will not love one another, unless 
practical piety exists amongst them. 

In pointing out the religious exercised 
and duties, which are essential to the 
love of the brethren, if is necessary only 
to mention. those qualifications, whtcli 
corstitute the Christian character. ‘The 
Christian graces are active principles, 
and all these who live in the exercise of 
them, mamtain a holy life. ‘The word of 
God abundantly informs us, that men 
vive the best evidence of their love to 
God, when they conduct in a Christian 
manner towards one another. “ By this 
shall all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples, if ye have love one to another.” 
It is unwarrantable to suppose any peré 
son loves anothery unless the temper and 
conduct, which he manifests towards the 
other, accord with the precepts of the 
Gospel. 


————————— Se ee ee 
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The law of charity not only forbids 
¢ross acts of fraud and injustice, bat it 
expressly commands us to regard. the in 
terest of others as our own. ef no 
man go beyond and defraud his brother 
iu any matter, for the Lord is the avern- 
eer of all such.” But the most usual way; 
in which Christian brethren manifes¢ 
want of love, is by regulating their deal 
ines with one another according fo the 
maxims Of this world. When charity has 
a proper influence on the conduct of a 
person, it operates as a steady, and nni- 
form principle ofaction. But how ofter 
do we find those, who make a consciencé 
of contributing to the temporal relief of 
an indigent brother, in extraordinary cir- 
éumstances Of want and distress, deal 
with him in other respects, entirely on 
worldly principles. Atthough uroral ho- 
hesty isa quality essential to fhe Chris- 
tian character, yet there can be ho Gos- 
pel fellowshipin the Church, unless its 
memberg manifest an aflectronate regard 
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for each other, and preserve a mutual in- 
tercetuse of kind offices. Political dis- 


sensions, opposition of private interests, 
and difference of opinion in matters of 
temperary iunportance, too often result 
in sucha degree of party spirit, as des- 
peace and prosperity of ihe 


troys the 
Church. 
But the evil most prevalent among 
professed Christians, and that, which is 
perhaps most destructive of brotherly 
love, results from the abuse of the tongue. 
Nothing more effectually rends the hody 
of Christ, than the various kinds of evil 
«peaking, which are too much practised 
by its members. Many, who revolt at 
the idea of propagating a false report of a 
brother, think it harmless, and even an 
evidence of their piety and zeal, to speak 
freely, and openly, of his sins and infir- 
mities. Some, who admit that evil speak- 
ings, in general, is unlawful, think them- 


selves permitted to mention the faults of 


professed Christians to select friends on 
the injunction of secrecy. ‘There are o 
thers, who, with the intention of being 
more prudent, and fromadread of disco- 
very, carry on this detestable practice, 
principally by whispering. On the sup- 
position of its being lawful for one to pub- 
lish, unnecessarily, the real faults of his 
brother, how seldom do they pass through 
the mouths of evil speakers, without 
gross exaggera(ion, and misrepresenta- 
tion. The Scriptures expressly forbid 
evil speaking. Speak not evil one of 
another brethren.” Charity not only 
forbids all ungodly conversation and evil 
eaking, but it requires a proper regula- 
tion ef the heart, and government of the 
thoughts. Iteven expressly forbids any 
one to imagine evil in his heart against 
his brother. Nothing is more contrary 
to the purity and simplicity of the Gos- 
pel, than a suspicious, and uncharitable 
disposition; the usual consequence of 
which, being an unkind and unbrotherly 
treatment. “ Be kindly affectioned one 
to another with brotherly love ; in honor 
preferring one another.” When Chris- 
tian brethren regulate their behavior tow- 
ards each other according to the rules of 
the Gospel, they may be said to have bro- 
therly love ; and are properly qualified 
to assuciate together, for their mutual 
comfurt and improvement in divine 


things. Experience fully evinces, that 

they cannot unite in devotional evercisg 
with a proper degree of fervency. and en. 
largement of heart, unless they walk 
charitably towards each other,” There 
are many passages of Scripture, besidg 
the following, which render it abundary, 
ly evident, that brotherly love is reoni 
site, in order to approach the throne of 
grace in an acceptable manner, «& fy, 
loved, if our heart condemn us not, ther 
have weconfidence towards God Arg 
whatsoever we ask we recetve of him, hp. 
cause we keep his commandments, apd 
do those things that are pleasing in his 
sight. And this is his commandmeyy, 
that we should believe on the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ,and love one another.” 
The divine law requires Christians tg 
love not only their brethren, but their e. 
nemies,and all mankind. The honor of 
God, and their own spiritual good, as 
well as usefulness in the world, render jt 
vecessary, that they conduct towards the 
unregenerate in a manner becoming the 
Gospel of Christ. Christian example has 
more influence on the minds of such pers 
sons, than Christian precept. — What a- 
vail the best religions exercises and per. 
formances of those, who, by their unchris- 
tian conduct, have given the ungodly just 
cause of offence? Although Chiristiang 
cannot take complacency in the charac 
ter of the wicked, yet the law of love 
forbids the doing of aw injury, either to 
their persons, or property ; and requires 
constant endeavors to promote their  spi- 
ritual, aud everlasting good. Professed 
Christians, who are unjust in their deal- 
ings with persons, who have made no 
roiession of religion, destroy their own 
influence, prejudice the wicked against 
Christianity, and harden them in sin 
* Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see yout ae works, and glo- 
rify your Father who is in heavén.”— 
Professors of Christianity not only injure 
the cause of religion, by an unjust and 
imprudent treatment of the men of the 
world, but they effectually diminish the 
weight of their own Christian character, 
by participating with the thoughtless 1 
their pleasures, and recreations. No- 
thing more encourages the wicked in si0, 
and gives them greater occasion to mock 
professors of religion, than an ungodly 
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gonversation, and lukewarmness and in- 
attention to the concerns of religion.— 
They who pray for the conversion of sin- 
ners, and the spread of vital piety, are 

under indispensible obligations to live in 
eych a manner, as to exemplify the reali- 
ty of reli vion, and exhibit to the world 
reasonable evidence of sincerity. & Walk 


in wisdom toward them that are with- 


out.” 
Although God is not limited in the ex- 


excise of his mercy to sinners, yet he has 
not promised to hear the prayer of any 
persons, Wn 'ess they are in covenant con- 
nexion with Him, and faithfeal to their 
covenant obligations. No prayer can he 
acceptadle without repentance of sin, and 
earnest endeavors after conformity to the 
divine will, Neither can any one be be- 
nefited hy the practice of prayer, unless 
he maintains a constant watchfulness a- 
gainst sin, and conforms his temper and 
actions to the precepts of the Gospel.— 
Prayer not only requires repentance of 
sins, hut forgiveness of injuries, and sa- 
tisfaction for offe nces committed avainst 
otiers. * If T regard iniquity in my 
heart, the Lord will net hear me.” It 
appears evilent, from all the passages 
both in the Old and New Testaments, 
which relate to the subject of prayer, that 
its efficacy depends on a conformity of 
the heart, and of the life and daily con- 
versation, to the will of God. No one is 
an heir of the promises, and entitled to 
the privileges of the sons of God, unless 
he possesses the graces of the C htistian 
character, and performs all those relative 
and personal duties, which are enjoined 
inthe Holy Scriptures. « If ye continue 
in my words, then are ye my dise iples 
indeed.”? A strict goverament of the 
tongue, and a pious and exemplary Chris- 
tian life are, therefore, essential requis- 
ites of prayer. Shall a person pevlect 
prayer then, because he is unholy ? It is 
the duty of every one to pray. and put a 
way iniquity, and believe in Christ He 
who disregards the commands of God, 


and lives in the habitual indulgence of 


known sins, has neither s saving faith, nor 
repentance. “ Now we know that God 
heareth not sinners; but ifany man be 
a worshipper of God. and doeth his will, 
him he heareth.”? The Holy Spirit re- 
veals no duties, sat whet are contained 
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in the written word. Neither are we so 
led, or operated upon, by the Spirit, as to 
neglect the means of grace. He. who 
prays in faith, mortifies the lust of the 
flesh, and subdues the sinful passions of 
the mind. He also exercises all the pow- 
ers and faculties of the soul, and makes 
a diligent use of all the means in his pow- 

r,in order to obtain the ohjects of his 
prayers. He, who expects to obtain the 
blessings of prayer, either for himself, or 
for others, without self-examinetion, and 
a personal obedience to the commands of 
God, deludes himself, ane grieves the 
Holy | Spirit. Prayer, without farth and 
repentance, will not procure a pardon for 
habitual violations of the knowu precepts 
of the Gospel, neither will it avail any 
thing for others, unless it proves beueti- 
cial to ourselves. 

Faith is not only an active principle ; : 
but it is also capal ble of great impreve- 
ment, It purifies the heart t, and prompts 
to endeavors for the advancement of re- 
ligion. Christians, who pray in concert 
for the prosne rity of Zion, and vhs 
at other times, an unconcern about th 
objects of their prayers, appear to act ve- 
ry inconsistently. They can prove their 
faith, and love, in no other way, than by 
zealous and active endeavors to promote 
the cause of Christ. Our Savior saith, in 
speaking of his disciples: « And for their’ 
sakes I sanctify myself, that they also 
might be sanctified “through the truth.” 
In imitation of his example, must not 
Christians keep themselves frem sin, and 
worldly pollutions, whilstthey pray for 
their own salvatien, and that or others ? 
All who pray in fatth, not only purily 
themselves from sin, and advance in the 
knowledge of divine things; but they 
nake personal eflorts for the attainment 
of these blessings, which are noua in 
prayer. No one can ask in faith and 
sin cerity, for the eut-pouring of the Holy 
Spirit, unless he cultivates a Gospel tem- 
per and |-chavior, manifests in his daily 
conversation a correspondent anxiety for 
the salvation of sinners, and endeavors 
to furnie: the destitute with the weans 
of relizious instruction. Neither does 
any one pray effectually for the propaga- 
tion of the Gospel i in heathen lands » hor 
for the success of missions in general, 
unless he affi'rcs pecuniary atc! according 
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to his ability, and attends to all other 
means necessary for the dissemination 
ot divine truth, 
That Christians may be excited to 
greater activity in the cause of religion, 
and that practical godliness may be revi- 
ved amongst them are undoubtedly some 


of the reasons for holding concerts of 


prayer. Is it not highly necessary and 
becoming, that those who pray for the 
peace and prosperity of Zion, keep the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace, 
and shew themselves patterns of good 
works ? On viewing the characters of the 
most eminent saints, whose lives are re- 
corded in Seripture for our example, it 
evidently appears, that they consider’d the 
efficacy and benefit of prayer to depend 
on their covenant faithfulness with God, 
and devotedness to the cause of religion. 
‘Phe lives ofall those Christians, who. i in 
our days, have been the most distinguish: 
ed for prayer, unite in furnishing us with 
eminent ex amples of watchfulness against 
sin, and uniform obedience to the Divine 
commands. If the present is a time, 
which loudly calls for the wnited prayers 
of Christians, it certainly, in an equal de- 


gree, requires personal vodliness, and vi- 
gorous exertions for the suppression of 
jinmorality, aud for the advancement of 


religion. Letus all attend to the injunc- 
tion of ihe Apostle I will, therefore, 
that men pray every where, lifting up 
holy hands, without wrath and doubt- 
ing.”-—Panoplist. U. T. H. 
$$ 

From the Recorder. 
Mr. Epiror, 

A venerable and pious friend of mine 
basindulged me with a sight of some of 
his compositions,” designed to express 
the state of his own mind and feelings. 
The gentleman sustains a responsible 
aad laborious office, the cares of which 
are oceasionally lightened by these per- 
formances. ‘Lhe following * Dialogue” 
is one of them, and is peculiar! y inter- 
esting on this account, that my worthy 
friend has actually furmed his own last 
Will and Testament on the model it de- 
Acribes, and the whole exhibits him in 
propia persona, By inserting it, in 
your paper; ) you will at least granfy, 
Yours, &c. 

A CONSTANT READER, 


THe Witt; 4 Diastocup RETwR,, 
Mr. R. any Me. F. 
oy. R.—W hat, friend F, are Vou all 
the time writing F Pray what do son 
find to write so much about 2 

Mr. F—My dear friend, [ have jy. 
deed written much in the course of me. 
life: but Tnow find that Dhave writtes 
little and done Jess for the glory of Gol, 
and the advancement of the Redecemo, , 
kingdom in the world. Tam now ai. 
justing my affairs, and making m ¥ last 
Witt; for [I see life is almost clapsed 
with me. Lamnow between sixty and 
seventy years of age, and the number 
of those who exceed my years is com 
paratively few. eath will soon pay me 
the all important visit : and a long adiey 
I must bid to the world, its cares and 
business, its riches and pleasures, | 
have endeavored through iife to do some. 
thing to advance the cause of relioion 
and piety in the world, and ie wipe the 
tear from the eye of sorrow. But, oh! 
how little have T done expressly for Him 
who bore my load of guilt, and purchased 
life and immortality for me ! 

Ur. R.—Well, old friend, aah 
standing your whims, you know I este: 
you, and that your sec ‘rets will be safe in 
my breast. Give me a pattern, by which 
I may make an arrangement of my own 
affairs by and bye ; for disagreeable as 
the thought is, I find year after year 
passes away ; and old age a soon be 
at my heels. But at present Is shall try 
to enj: ry life as it passes, and will away 
my property’ when I can hold it no lon- 
ger. 

Mr. F.—From you, sir, U will not con- 
ceal my circumstances. I am_ not rich. 
My whole property | estimate at about 
twenty thousand dollars. You know the 
state of my family. My children are 
not young, and one of them is setiled in 
the world. Ican leave them three or 
four thousand dollars a piece, and i have 
concluded to leave 2500 dollars in lega- 
cies as follows, viz. To the aged poor 
of the town, five hundred dollars, to be 
put to interest, and the annual inconie to 
be in the hands of the Overseers, a sina!! 
fund to supply them with the comforts 
of life, over and above what the town al- 
lows; fur age has cares and pains to 
soothe. ‘To the Bible Society I give 
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500 dollars. “To the Missionary Society 
{ give 500 dollars. Lo the Pract Soeie- 
ty | give 200 dollars. Vo the Relicious 
bi brary among us I give 109 dollars. 

To our College Library I give 100 dol- 
jars; and a few other small charities 
wil engross the sum mentioned—which 
I hope will make some of my fellow-be- 

ings happy here and hereafter. 

Mr. R.—Until now, sir. I thought you 
a rational man, a good husband, and a 
kind father. Your whole property is 
worth only £9,000 dollars : you have a 
wife end four children °to scramble tire’ 
the world ; ia you are going to deprive 
them of so much of your pr operty, aut 
ofa chimerical phrenzy for | ible Socie- 
ties, Missionary “Societies, Tract Socic- 
ties, &c. Ke. ‘My dear Trien: ud, do be ra- 
tional, Take cave of your own family ; 
leave your children, if you ‘can, in opu- 
lence and eases and let the world and 
societies take care of theimseives. Are 
there net fools enoagh, but you must add 
ty the number ? 

Mt. h.—My cear sir. | wish to be ra- 
tional: and for the happiness of my wife 
and childven I feel in every fibre of my 
heart. But I must inform you, that I 
have not lived to my present age without 


taking some notice of passing events. 
lhave seea overgrown estates kept 


an entailed curse upon families. The 
ther, perhaps, started in early life with 
little more than his hands and a good 
school education. Honest and frugal, 
step by step he rose to opule nce, enjo®- 
ed ihe plea mre of acquisition, and arriv- 
ei at the summit of prosperity. His 
rising tamuly aré trained up in all the 
fashionable amusements and expensive 
leasures of the higher ranks of life. 
Vith the idea fixed in their minds that 
they are rich, heirs to a vast estate, they 
are ‘above itiskees 3; and when death has 
de p ived them of the benefits of parental 
‘arith they drive on in the round of 
1 life and dissipation, and ina few 
ye ars their career ends inruin. They 
become the pest s of socicty! Is it but 
seldom that this occurs ? If you look 
back only ten years, you will be aston- 
ished to find in how many instances it 
has taken piace. W nate ever may be the 
uleas of youth, ex xpe rience te ov # 3 that 
ine greatest happiness atiending riches 
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is in the gradual acquisition of them t 
of course, “the youth who knows nothing 
of this pleasure, knows nothing of their 
right use. Could this truth be once fix- 
ed inthe minds of those who are pos- 
sessed of princkLY rorTUNES, and even 
in the minds of those of my own standing 
in society, what blessed consequences 
would follow! Could the opulent inha- 
hitants of our heaven -tavor ed Jand but 
feel their responsibility for the large ta- 
lents intrustel to the m, accountable as 
thev are to the Judge of all the earth, at 
his last advent, O the incalculable bles- 
sings «vhich might flow trom the con- 
viction to the world and to themselves! 
Let us take one of 
winch there is a large number around us, 
worth four hundred thousaned doliars. 
‘Take now but one lenth part, the sevip- 
tural tithe, which could be spared with- 
out least injury to the this 
would afford forty thousand dollars £ 
What an immense fund would these 
together with the smalier ones, 
raise, in that proportion, to clothe 
he hungry, to wipe the 


the heirs 3 


estates, 
ihe 
naked, to feed the 
widow's tears, and n ake the pain-worn 
bed of old age comfortable ! How many 
little temples of worship might be erect- 
edit n poor country villages, io the glory 
of God and the honor. of the donors * 


How many Bibles might be disseminat- 
ed, toinstruct the ignorant in the Gos- 
pel of the blessed Jesus! How many 


Missionary Societies wicht be furnished 
with fu inds, to send the eve ‘rlasting Sruth 
of God to the dark corners of the earth! 
flow many Charity Schools, to instruct 
the children of poor parents ; how many 
Hlospitals for the sons of distress and 
misery might be founded! A thousand 
other advantages might arise to our own 
country and the world out of that afiln- 
ence, which is squandered by the song 
of riot, who, not knowing the true use of 
riches, eee ce from them the great- 
est cunse. Under these consider rations, 
F hope my friend will not again accuse 


me of being reg rardless of the > we llare of 
my dear fami! jut, whatever he may 
think, I trust av shall be acquitted ata 


higher tribunal, L started in’ the world 
with ny hands, and little eise. By the 
blessing Ol Hi ave. Whi 1¢ hy I F ope hi is lea 

Lil tiie far, ] lia ye 


ry +! ; ‘ve " 
me wil oc! s1ie caine 7 


these fortunes. of 




















406 


some property. Thave known the want 
of money, and from necessity have le rn- 
ed to spend it with frugality. [fiay chil- 
dren are wise,fruzal and pious, they 
will, wiih the blessing of Heaven. and 
with what I have left them, pass coin- 
fortably through the world. But if they 
rre dissipated and wicked, more will o1- 
ly make them the more wretched here, 
and augmented their future misery.— 
Instead, therefore, of thinking with you 
that | have done too much, my fears are 
that | have erred on the other hand; and 
that | have approvriated too s> all a part 
of my estate for the best of causes-—the 


rlory of God. and the eternal welfare of 
fury 


man. QO, could | but rivet on the nunds 
of the rich, the dreadful account they 
must give for those talents, squandered 
now by them and their heirs upon their 
Justs, which might have blest society, 
and erbalmed their names in the hearts 
of thousands, made happy by their boun- 
ty !—O, could I but so describe the bliss- 
ful sensacions, that to all eternity will fil! 
the truly benevolent. heaven-born soul, 


who from pure charity has devoted 


1: 
1c 
nis 


time and talents toadvance the Redecin- , 


er’s kingdom, and to diffuse happiness 
through the earth—could Tso describe 
these sensations, as to induce the nicu 
to be rieh in Jabors of love, and to lay up 
their treasure beyond the wreck of time : 
the good deed would delight my soul, 
and would gild the shades of death with 
the comforting idea, that I had done 
something to ease the burden of human 
misery and woe ! 

For how will mis-pentriches of the warld 

Appear, when dread tternity shall break 

Awful upon the disembodied soul! 


— ee eS eee 
From the Christian Observer. 

« What are we to understand by the 
witness of the spirit, mentioned in Rom. 
viii. 16, ? 

“ ns. This witness is often referred 
to,and especially by those who contend 
for, and profess to have an assurance of 
faith ; and this too with great propriety, 
if the text be well understood; for with- 
out this witness of the spirit, | apprehend 
none can know that they are the sons of 
God. But the witness being infallible, 
his testimony may safely be depended 
unen, and to whomsoever he bears wit- 
nesa, if the wituess of Ged, which is 


greater than that of men, is fully reeei, 
ed and firmly believed, there will, there 
must, he an assurance of this endearing 
relation. Yet [am confident, that whe 
many call the witness of the Spirit, is ve. 
ry far from being that which the Apostle 
liere designs. ‘Yherefore, in answer “ 
this question, | would observe, 

“1. That by this witness, we are not 
to understand that work of the Snirit 
which he works in the hearts of all tig 
children of God.—The work of the Spi. 
rit and the witness of the Spirit are no 
the same thing: though the former takes 
place in the same person to whom the fat. 
ter isgiveu, as they are not indeed to he 
separated. ‘The one cannot be where the 
other is not; and both the one and the 
other may be, where neither are proper- 
ly regarded, and where, therefore, the 
comfort arising from them is not enjoyed; 
yet they ought nevertheless to be care/ul. 
Iv cistinguished, 

“9, Nor does this intend those inward 
iluminations, or those enlarging aud 
comforting influences of the Spirit, which 
true Christians often enjoy : the com 
jorting and the witness of the Spirit 
are not the same.—He is not, indeed, a 
Comforter in any to whom he bears not 
his witness : bat he coth not act always 
as a Comforter in those who are children 
of God, though he always bears witness 
to them, Some seem to spexk of the 
witness of the Spirit, as if it was some 
trinsient act upon the minds; and the 
reason is, because they take that to be 
the witness which is no such thing:— 
namely, those peculiar influences which 
eveate joy and comfort; and because 
they sometimes have these and at other 
times they have them not, therefore they 
think itis but at some seasons that the 
Spirit bears his witness. But this witness 
is quite distinct from those joys; and 
therefore a child of God, at the very same 
time he wants such comforts, may have 
the witness of the Spirit, that he has God 
for his Father. 

“5. Much less doI think that the 
witness of the Spirit intends any voice, 
or any impulse, or testimony in the heart, 
which, without any regard to the work of 
Divine grace in our souls, assures US, 
that we are the children of God.—o 
long as there is (and theve ever will be) 














» consistency between what the Spirit of 
od has said in his word and what he 
does in the soul, it ts impossible that he 

should bear such a witness to any man as 
can satisfy him that he is an heir of sal- 
vation, without an eye to the work of 
eqnetification within ‘him. While the 
holy Scripture testifies, thathe whe loves 
not. knows not God; that he who hates 
his brother abides in death, &c.; f can 
give credit to no voice, or testimony 
within, which would persuade me that [ 
hare passed from déath unto life, which 
does avt also assure ine that Tlove God, 
&e. I[sav, [can credit no such voice, 
without disregarding the testimony of the 
Spirit in the stcred word. How is it pos - 
sible, that any man ean bel.eve the truth 
ofboth : the word of God, which affirms 
that Lam not a child of his, if [ do not 
austain a certain character.—and the pre- 
tended witness within, which assures me, 
Lamachild of God, though Ldo not bear 
the character specified in his word ? 

“4. 1 am equally far from thinking 
that the suggestion of any promise of 
Scripture to the mind is this witness of 
the Spirit—TI have no doubt but the Spi- 
rit of God often brings the Scrip tire to 
the remembrance of his children for their 
comfort and support, as well as their re- 
proof, correction, &c. but that is not here 
intended. And beside, Satan, we are 
sure, can suggest Scripture as well as o- 
ther thines to the mind, when it suits 
his designs so todo. Tapprehend, there- 
fore, we ought to pay no regard to such 
suggestions ‘of Scripture without examin- 
ing into their suitableness to our case, the 
nature of the i impre ssions they make, and 
the effects which follow. 

* 5 By the witness here spoken of, I 


apprehend is intended the testimony of 


the Spiritin the word of grace, in which 
he plaiuly and fully declar-s, that a’! 
such, and only such, as are described in 
the prece ding verses of this chapter, are 

the children of God.--[ know no voice, 
witness, or testimo: ly of the Spirit, but 
what we have iu the sacred volume. It 
is there he gives his evidence im this im- 
portant affair ; ; and declares whwo are and 
who are not the children of God. And 
Whoever looks for, or boasts of, any other 
witness of the Spiri it than that which has 


becn given in the Gosvel Revelation, it is 
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from an enthiis'astical imagination. 
‘Those whem the Holy «host declares in 
the word of God to be the sons of Geil, 
are soz and whom he there points oat 
as not bearing this relation to God, let 
them pretend to what inward witvess 
they will, shall not be owned and treated 
by him as children. Now this witness 
is given in favor of all who have e yperiene 
ced the sanctifving work of the Spirit in 
their hearts. What he says unto one re- 
al helieverhe says untoall: * What they 
are the sons of God? And altho igh all 
true Christians have not the sane assur- 
ance, yet they have the same gronnd and 
foundation for assurances that is. the 
workand witness of the Spirit of Ged.— 
And indeed, they eit er must have thig 
foundation or none at ail ;—for, take ae 
way “J testimony of the Bpiri tin the 
word of truth, and the work of ivine 
erace it t 1e heart, or even separate these, 
and you take away all the ground that a- 
ny have. not only for their assurauce, but 
for any dégree ‘of faith and hope. The 
reason why some true Christians have 
the assurance of hope or faith, and some 
have not ; or,in other words, why some 
of them fully believe that they are the 
sons of God, and others are harassed with 
doubts and fears on this point 3 is no, 
because sume have the witness of the 
Spirit, and others have not, (as is general 
ly imagined) but because the former more 
clearly discern, and more fully rec ‘ive 
the witness than the latter do. Their 
doubts concerning their relation to God 
do net arise because there ts no witness 
to them that this relation subsists, or 
from any darkness or deficiency inthe 
evidence the Spirit g vives ; for then such 
doubts would be reasonable and justifia- 
ble: but their doubts arise from the dark- 
ness and confusion of their minds, by 
eason of which they do not clearly See, 
nor property receive, the witness or evi- 
dence of their acceptance given by the 
Spirit of trod. Nor, nn loed, can the Vs 
until he, by his illuminating influences, 
chase away their darkissss an d coufusion 5 
sv that they can clearly see, and firmly 
believe what the Spirit has wr ought io 
then by tits and what he says to 
them in lis and this constitutes 
theiy assurance. lam venly pers ded 
CASor] wiry aome rex! Christians 


yrace, 
4 i 


word 3 
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speak se tonfusedly of the witness of the 
Spirit, is, because they take that illumi- 
nation, whereby they come to see and 
receive his witness, for the witness it- 
self; and so conclude that the Spirit did 
net witness before, because they dul not 
perceive it till now. But to cali this illu- 
mination the witness, is as improper as 
it would be to affirm that the wisdom of a 
judge or jury in a court, whereby they 
discern or receive the full and clear evi- 
dence there given, is that evidence itself. 
And on the other hand, to say that, while 
the mind of a Christian is confused and 
full of fear, in reference to his being a 
child of God, therefore the Spirit deth 
not yet bear witness that he is so, is just 
as reasonable as if we should affirm, that 
because ina court, where fulland clear 
evidence has been given, some, through 
the darkness of their understandings, do 
not perceive its force, or do not believe it; 
therefore no such evidence was pruduc- 
ed,” 


—— 
From the Christian Observer. 


. The two following hymns, the produc- 


tion of Mr. Clark, late pastor of a dis- 
senting congregation at ‘Trow-bridge, are 
extracted from his life by Mr. Jay, and 
appear to me to be well worthy of a place 
evel in your poetical department. 
I am, &c. 
C. M. 


THE BREVITY OF LIFE, 


Swift as an arrow cuts its way 
Through the soft-yielding air ; 
Or as the sun’s more subtle ray, 
Or lightning’s sudden glare ; 
Oras an eagle to the prey, 
Or shuttle through the loom ; 
So haste our fleeting lives away, 
So rush we to the tomb. 


Like airy bubbles, lo ! we rise, 
And dance upon life’s stream ; 

Till soon the air that caus’d destroys 
Th’ attenuated frame. 

Down the swift stream we clide apace, 
And carry death within ; 

Then break, and scarcely leave a trace 
To shew that wehare been. 


The man the wisest of ovr kind, 
Who length of days had seen ; 
To birth, and death, a time assign’) j 
But none to life between. 
Yet, lo ! what consequences close 
Phis transient state below , 
Eternal joys, or, missing those, 
Interminable woe. 
Se 
PSALM CXXKXVII. PARAPHRASED, 
By Babel’s streams we sat and wept, 
For Zion’s woes our hearts did rend : 
Our harps, in tune no longer kept, 
Upon the willows we suspend. 


For there our foes insult us st+l, 
And, taunting, aggravate our wrongs : 
“Captives, display your boasted skill ; 
Come, sing us one of Zion’s songs,” 


The songs of Zion are the Lord’s, 
And his are all the notes we raise ; 
We will not touch the tuneful chords 
Till we can sound them in his praise. 


While Zion lies in ruin still, 
Dare we her dear remembrance leave ? 
No, first these hands shall lose their skill, 
These tongues shall te our palates cleave. 


Remember, Lord, how Edom’s sons 
Proudly contemn’d us in our woes, 
Triumph’d o’er Zion’s scatter’d stones, 
And urg’d to rage her cruel foes. 


But God will Babylon destroy, 

Her righteous doom shall none retard : 
And happy he who sees the day, 

When she shall meet her due reward. 


NOTICE. 

The Managers, members, and al! 
friends of the Bible Society of Virginia, 
are requested to meet at the Capitol on 
Tuesday 25th-inst. at 11 o’clock. 
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